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Some of the Treasures of the

National Library.

VALUE OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL STUDIES

Mr. George Wilson Writes From the

Nation's Capitol.

Editor of the Intelligencer:
It may interest your readers to see

bow the people of Assyria aud Baby

lonia arranged 6ome of their business
affairs "way yonder" in the times
when Sennacherib and Netuchad- -

nizzar were boasting of their "great
ness," just as Americans are doing

now, and were asking their gods to

keep the power in their particular
families to the end of all things, not
remembering that in this world and
I . ...1 I, nL !...t in naiure mere is i'uiuhik uuusiuui
but change."

Instead of a deed it was there the

habit to have a stone set up (or

several) with an inscription reciting
aiicut wt"t f'r dds now do. It
jg n i eiirrnipri that, the statement

) of the .. a: ines was never

ai d Iier-c- c if an Inscription

that it baa been tampered with.

. Ilere is the text of one. This
writing Is twenty four lines, extend- -

lng to one Rre.iter 'bu' or cuit.
'The field In the city Abna Nebo

on the banks of the river Tigris,
situated on the estate of the man

Kllll, In shape an elongated rectangle,
180 measures are the length of its
east side, facing the high mound of

raised earth. And 180 measures are

the length of Its west side, facing
the estate of the man Tunatzu. And

90 measures ate the length of its
ft north side, facing the estate of Kllll

Elisutussur, the son of Kllll, has

given this Meld forever to his daugh
ter, now dwelling In the city of Ear
Sareina. and who Is the wife of the
man Khiga-ship-Mardu- k, son of In

"And Khiga-ship-Mardu- son of

.v ior a per
petual remembrance of it, has carved

the aful images of the great gods

1 and goddesses upon this stone tablet
'If any one in future days, among

the brothers or descendants of the
bouse of Kllli; any one of their men

or women, male servants or hand

maidens whether he or she be young

or (old) (married or single) In order to

these writings, shad chip off any part
f of this sculpture, whether it. be by

lujurlng the dlvme images carved on

the stone, or whether it be
(stone scaled off here) or if any one

shall change the number of the line'

of writing, or shall alter the sculpture
and make new ones: or shall say that
the form of the Held has not teen
faithfully preserved so as t:i be that
of an elongated rectmgle Unit Is,

that a fraudulent description has
been set forth in the inscription, or
shall with accursed derision lift up

this tablet so high that no one can

read It; or shall make a new tablet
fraudulently and place it conspicu-

ously, while this one is left In a

neglected spot !

"Or who shall fling it in the river;
or shall smash it in piccis: or shall

square it In order t: use it as a
common building stone or thall burn

it in tire: nr shall scrane oil its
surface and w'ite something else; or
shall place it In an obscure corner;

"That person may the great god

Anu, Si!o Bita and Makh cut hmi

down like a mau lolls a trc !

"May they carry off the tombs or

the bones of his f,ithets, and plunder
the possessions of his race! Miy
Marduk the great Lord bind him with
fetters that cannot be broken I

"May the Sun. Hie great ruler 01'

heaven and earth, give him up to his
enemies, a slave condemned to forced

labor!

"May Sanna, godd, ss of running

siri'", let loose all the copious
w: if and vve.p away iu

f'nihi tli..- - wV t h irvMs of his fields!

"May, queen of Heaven and
I'lii'i, who sits in her palace, the

treasury of the god and the king,'
bow Urn dew a to the very ground!

"May Ninev the god of war, who

can cause enemies to come u to tut
land the Son of ITeavea, cbl)3 cf t'oc

exalted god, San, cause his sculptured
tablets to be carried eff by his

enemies!
"May Gula.the great queen. wife of

the meridian Sun, inflict dire diseases
on his family!

"May Yem thegreatgodof heaven
and earth, son of Anu the powerful,
blast his fields with lightning!

"May the goddess , the great
enchantress, dry up his cows, and
make his flocks of sheep barren by a

powerful incantation! .phases of the problems discussed in
May the god, intllcr

blindness ana lever on ms eat:'c pno ,

may his domestic fowls never lay

eggs or hatch!
"And may the great gods named on

this stone, with their am ted fr; rf sald part.
ana wiiu curses 111 1;

dispelled, curse his
and forevermore bur
he may plant!"

o ne

springs ol water j ug per,ain t0 raJsing of state and
kCc'4 ili-.c- ,Up an .,Dnnnnc fircf. T,..,hlom nf

Those wore one of
&mmg te

the The "mound varj Qf our BtatM
of earth" to which this held ran on

one side was the levee of t:.e Tig is

like thu Lower MilS'dpi'l
levies It wiii to donht make your

readers laugh if I tell them that this
ancient Mr. Rilli of "Western Asia
four thousand years ago, mc.v be the
ancestor some of our kcllys cf
Irishtown. But let us see. All will

agree that everyone who is living to-

day bad ancestors living somewhere

All families are "old families."
Now Profefsor Rhys, the distinguish-
ed Welsh anthropologist, archaeolo-

gist, historian, says that on both
of the IrNh Bea the shores from

north to south have a population that
is not Aryan, that is to say, who-- e

ancestors are not all from the north
of Europe. An appendix in his b;wk,

'The Welsh People," by another
writer shows that the Gaelic dialects
are so strongly impressed with Westj
Mediterranean construction that it
leaves scarcely a doubt as to these

facts. I have long believed that the
Scotch name Murdock is the remi-

niscence of a Babyloniaa name iq

which the name Marduk or Meroduch
U compounded, Just as the grantee's
husband in this deed is named k.

FuthTinore, I believe

that the Plds of Scotland are the

tribe of Pekod of the Bible, or a
colony from thera. So that if orae

of the Marduk family got to Scotland,

the Kelleys of Ireland may be from

the KlUis of Assyria and Babylonia.
Scientific investigators are more and
more coming to believe that the con-

tinuity of race3 aud religions and sec-

ular Institutions, from the nii'Si

ancient times till to-da- y, has been
less broken than we have heretofore
thought. The s:inw change has t;ilren

place in that branch of science as ia
geology. The old Idea was that the
surface of th earth had been

put Into its presesnt condition
bv mkhtv convulsions of naiure.
Wbllst there have been some it Is

now the belief of geologists thtu the
work has been and through
vast periods of lime. Thus our deeds
In our recorders' oilices are probably

long, unbroken evolution from

such monuments as the one given
above.

Our ancestors In Siberia and North
Europe were for ages so well supplied
with land that they never bought or
sild it. And wheu the time jame

that they settled down on tun (toon)
or "home-Held- " for each family, the
outrange fur trc Hoclcs ana neras
was "no man's land," or common
property.

The text is in the congressional
library at Washington. My interest
in the restoration of proper tinancml
and economic la ws in this country is

that mure of our people may have
time to spare from the euole-- round
of work to look back into the past

that science Is digging up fur us.

For there are lessons for us in that
remote past. Uk.okgk 'Wilson.

Mrs. L. A. Ovi rton, of St. Lorn,
arrived Weduesd-i- evuiing tospi ml

few days with her d.iugh.er, Miss

Z.;idie, of C F C.

Frank Howe returned Friday morn-

ing from Alluue, 1. '1'., wiii-r- lie lias
been for several days' hurit.lr.g.
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METHODS OF STATE AND LOCAL TAXATION1,

Failure of the Present Property Tax to Distribute the
Burdens of Government.

PROF. EDWARD A. ROSS ON VARIOUS SYSTEMS.

The Single-Ta- x, Realty, Franchise, Capitalization, Income

and Inheritance Plans.

Copious extracts are given below
from recent university exten ion
lecture of Professor Edward A. Ross,

the Nebraska University Some

Busbuk, great

lion In Missouri at the approaching
session of the legislature. For this
reason it is well for bkx1 citizens to
brg'D to study these matters. Tro- -

anger,
,R

river,

slower

The fiscal problems that, perplex

the

taxation arir.ei In connection with the
imprecations way

Qf

"warranting title. "
(

i

of

then.

sides

a

a

a

a

f

have no taxes of their own, but raise
i aionev uy levying certain additional
mi. L on the valuation of property as

ascertained by local assessors. Our
endeavor to spread the state burden
evenly over the entire mass of prop-

erty locally assessed is au Invitation
to counties to keep their assessments
low and thus dodge some of the state
tax. There will bs no local objection
If all the property in a county is

assessed at a quarter of its true value
and its citizens will thereby succeed

in dodging three-fourt- of their Just
share of the burden of the state gov-

ernment. But other counties are
equally shrewd and thus thera-.- , Is

between localities, a rivalry which
brings assessments down to an absurd
lisrure. In the same state we find

property assessed all the way from
par to ot iw true
value. In 181)4, Chicago, in its effort
to evade state burdens, value 1 real
estate at one-tent- h of its true value.

It was still more shameless in valuing

personal property. As compared with

other Illtnoisans an average Chlcagoan
appears to owmone-twentiet- h as much
money, one twenty-thir- d as many

credits, as much bank

btock and as much

stock in foreign corporations. lie Is

one-twelf- as likely to own a safe,
as likely to own a

watch or clock and th as

likely to own a sewing machine
Poor Cook count) I

'lt is this sort of rivalry that
causes the grand assessment total of

ma"y stites to b less than it was

twenty-fiv- e years no. One remedy

the

1905 the counties shall con-- j

tribute to the state treasury a

percentage of their local expenditures.
A that raises for its own pur-

poses twice as much as another county

mnst pay twice as much to the state.
This might do if there were not other
considerations which unre the state to

open up for itself distinct sources of

fevenue. The favorite and time-honore- d

source of' our local
is the general property lax

recasting

property

opinion ail of

taxation general property

tax actually administered come

one the taxes known In

civilized

"The tap of that
with the growth or the multi-

plication of new forms of wealth, and
he Increasing complexity of

relations, personal property,
constitutes nearly one-ha- lf all

property, more and more escapes
assessment until system has be-

come farce. The census of 1!0
showed tint four-fifth- s personal

in the United
ini'l real

In Xew personal

lyu is;i;t jTrsotral paid

of all taxes, in 1895 one
eightieth. Moreover, the matter is
getting worse. In In 1872

property was assessed
half as much as real estate, In 1893 at
one-sixt- h as In Cincinnati in
1800 the two species of property
appeared to be equal in volume; by
1892 really had increased 120 perceut
while personal property had shrunk 50

per cent.
"Do not Imagine the Injustice is

solely between the owners of two
hinds of property. The case is no

means so simple. The personal prop-

erty of the farmer consists of imple
ments, live etock, household goods,

etc, and is listed. The on
the other hand, Is the home of intan-

gible personality, such as notes, mort
gages, stocks, bonds, etc.. which Is

purposely overlooked by the asse-- s' r

lest mercantile capital migrate else-

where. So the city has the advantage
Of the country, he farmer paying
taxe9 on all his property, the mau in
the city paying on hnlf of
possessions. The tax puts a premium
on dishonesty and debauches the
public conscience. Men who make
honest returns perceive that the tax
rate Is so much the higher on account
of the evasions of others and therefore

are paying not their own
dues, but also the dues of their dis.
honest neighbors. This penalizing of

virtue progressively demoralizes men
until, as one commission puts It, 'As
regards payTiTH taxes On intangible
personal property, it is almost as vo-

luntary and Is consldered'pretty much
in the same light as gifts to the
neighboring church or Sunday school.'

"There are several ways of recast-

ing the general property tax to
these evils. sqggestlon is to
exempt intangible personality. Let

be taxed as an Interest Jo
the land mortgaged. Exempt stocks
and and tax directly the cor-

poration that Another
proposal to exempt all persoualty
and tax real estate. The farmers
object to this as their c pital is to an
unusual degree in the form of real
estate, but statistics show that In

three-fourth- s of the
property as listed by assessors
more largely personal than city prop- -

this unbearable state of things is .erty; so that the farmer ex.

the Oregon plan. This provides that'pence more relief from exemp

alter
certain

county

revenues

obviate

t.lnn nf nprsnnaltv than would the
city man

"The followers of Henry George
propose to go still farther. They bid

us exempt improvements as well as
personal property and concentrate
taxation on the value of the bare
land. It is Idle, however, to rehearse
the merits of these proposals In view

the stubborn of the
plain people that all forms of property
and everybody '8 property ought to

Tills system appeals so much to the contribute to the comoon burden. At

average man, it is so rooted In Amer-- ! present the line of least resistance for

U an tradition, that only recently has j the former is not the of the
the mountain of adverse that gene.al tax, but the relega-ha- s

been pilling up the last twenty- - ting of it to a minor place In our

live years begun to shake faith in It. i system. This can b done

Now, however, there is a unanimous only by opening other sources

among students Ameri-

can that the
as has

to be of worst
the world.

root the evil Is

cities,

i economic
which
of

the
a

of the
property States
a s 'SsiiK'tit oi:-ha- lf of the

York prop-- ,

at one- -

much.

by

duly city,

about his

they only

One'

bonds
issues them.

only

states country
the is

wouldfor

of

evidence

revenue
of

revenue. One of these Is the Inherit-

ance tax. This tax first empna-ize- d

in the democracies of Switzerland and
Austria is spreading like wildfire in

recent years and bids .fair to become
an important source of public income.
In 1881 this tix was c inrincd to half
a dozen eastern t iies, i o it is found

twenty-on- e commonwealths At
present it yields 7 millions as against
21, millions in 1891. There Is, how-

ever, a marked tendency to niiike the
rate higher, to make it progressive
aud to apply it to direct heirs as well

as to collateral heirs.
"Another promising tax is thai on

corpotatioos The pro' r';
tax was In opeia, im when our; -

erty Is three tilths of all property and potate development began, and It s

pavs one-tent- h the taxes. In Brook- - natural to extend it .o corporations
In property

California
personal

mortgages

is

conviction

In

they ai'o-e- . Hut. n g aring

r

defects appeared. When the assess
ment of railroad tracks and right-of-wa-

was undertaken by local assessors
they often entered such property at
the value of the adjacent farm land;
moreover, gross inequalities in the
assessment of the same railroad in
neighboring counties demonstrated
that the local ofilcial is utterly unable
to cope with the problem. For this
reason there is a marked tendency to
lodge the assessment of the property
of railroad and similar corporations In

a state board. There Is, however,
another and a greater difllculty In

applying the general property tax to
the corporation. Property is supposed
to be worth what some one will give
for it. But the Inability of an owner
to pay 'taxes depends on what the
property is worth to him. Now In
t he case of a corporation these two
values may greatly diverge. The
poles and wires of a telephone com-

pany are worth a good deal when
wrought Into a line and equipped for
telephony; they are worth very little
when disintegrated into reels of rusty
wire and stacks of second hand poles.

Yet the latter Is of all the value that
the courts of Ontario allow them
under the general property tax.
Granting you cannot ascertain the
vatue of a spioiulid property disin-i- ..

worthless constitu
ents; you should value an
assembbje of road bed, ties, rails,
bridges acd cars as a railroad, not as
a scrap heap, what other criterion
have you save what the entire prop
erty will sell for? And this can best
be learned by ascertaining the market
value of the securities based on the
property as a going concern, that Is,

the stocks and bonds.
"The deference between the value

of a rail rot d t hus calculated and the
cost of replacing Its physical property
Is by some termed the value of the
franchise or right to do business.
Just now through the double tier of
states from Ohio to Nebraska (save

only Indiana) a vast controversy is
raging as to whether these franchises
are property and taxable as such. In
Ohio the railroads are appraised for
tuxatiou at 22 per cent of their
market value, whereas the common
rate of assessment of other property
Is 60 per cent. If the roads were
entered at the higher figure they
would bave to pay 3 million dollars
more taxes than now. Owing to the
fact that the market value of cor-

porate securities reflects prospective
profit rather than present profit it
has been argued that the true basis
for the taxation of corporations is
their net earnings. But in such case,
of course, they must be put In a class
by themselves and taxed at a different
rate from that on property. This
special treatment gives a tine chance
to hoodwink the people. Michigan,
after trying the plan several years,

has gone back to property including
franchise as a basis for railroad

taxation.
' Professional or business Incomes

present foims of tuxpaying capacity
which are not reached under our
present system. Many authorities
then fore advocate a state tax upon

such incomes 8 are not derived from
property subject to taxation. Such a

tax should not, of course, apply to

incomes below certain figures. Mas-

sachusetts does not begin to tax until
the income exceeds $2,000. By means
or taxes on inheritance, on corpora-

tions and on incomes it would be

possible for the commonwealth nut
only to pay its own expenses but to
come to the relief of the local units.

lofoiiiial
The faculty and students of Central

College were at home for their friends
on Too-da- y evening from eight 10

tleven. Asihe aryiouucenient Indi-

cated the occasion was not one of

elaborate p'evia.itin ?nd entertain-
ment, 'out ratht r an evening set apart
for rcceiv'ng friends a"d spending the
hours in social converse. The new

students were presented to the
acquaintances of those who have been
longer at Central, and the evening
w is much enjoyed by I hose "at home"

tho-- e who were graciously
( eiver.

....... M. V. L. iWOo.lai'.d and Mis
"A r iivl M..C re.atel r turned from a

visit to relatives net.r Aullvilie We

niMt'oMlg.
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B11UL CONTEST.

Eight Candidates to Represent
Our High School.

TWO SELECTED BY VOTE OF JUDGES.

Tbey Cootef led For Gold Medal at Mar-

shall Friday N'ght.

Tbe bigb school exbibmoD Wednes-

day nigbt combined tbe featured of m

general enteriuinuient wi;n thoao of a
qualifying contest. There. wre two
chorusts by ihe school, stvernl 'leiight-full- y

rendered piano solos and a pleas
ing duet iitrrsperstd bctncij the
declamations of tbe eight nutMAri?i.
Tbe program brier d mDv mem

bers that a detd!ed notice of cfcch is
impossible.

As announced by Professor l'MMipa

inn brief iuticiiuetoiy speech, t bore
were two boys and two nu'n iiotu ech
of tbe literary societies of tLe high
school, tbo Aipbian and tbe Eu't rson.
The judges were inttiueted to ttlcct
one boy and ru tl'i.na't anil oce girl
fti:d tin i !'i r'ni'f :'e ri the fehool
at Marshall on tbe 28tb. Tbo program
was as follows:

Chorus, Tbe Cull to Arms
The High School.

Hanging a Picture - - -

Mr. Habert Bates.

Road to Heaven - - . .
Miss Jo Hinesley.

Piano Solo, Grande Valse -

Miss Florida eitier.

W ben the Doctors Disagree
Mr. Frank Chew.

Vcbzib

Jerome

Chopin

Harper

Aunt Sylvia's Geography Lesson
Miss Elaine Campbell.

Piano Duet, I.e Reveil d'Aiutmr
Mtttzkowskii

Misses Eailey and Lions.

Spartacus to the Gladiuturs - Kellogg
Mr. Lewis Gordon.

the Moon RoseAs - - - - Phelps
Miss Bessie McFadin.

Piano Soli :

a. Narcissus .... Kevin
b. Air do Ballet . Cbaminade

Miss Jo Hinesley.

A Hen Minded Hen - - --

Mr. Muurice Ilicklln.

David's Lament Over Absolam

Sabin

Willia

Miss Mary Green.

Chorus, Awake! Awake) The
Flower Unfold - - - Leslie

The High School.

At the conelubiou of tbo program,
W. II. Johnson, superintendent of tbe
public schools of Jackson county, an-

nounced tbe decision of tbo judges in a
pleasing speech. Of the boys, Maurice

Hicklin was selected, with Hubert
Bates as alternate. Of tbe girls Miss

Elaine Campbull was chosen, with
Miss Mary Green as alternnto.

Tbe judges must havn felt all the
hesitation they expressed aboul coming
to a decision, for the merits of the
several contestants were balanced with
remarkable evenness. Of the boys,

three bad made humorous felcutions,
and of the girls, three had made traglo
or patholio selections. The whole

program was rendered without a bitch
or a flaw and was highly enjoyed by a
large audience.

Tbe judges were:
Miss Iteitle. Belle Perry, Majview;

Mr. W. H. Thompson, Independence;
Prof. .1. M. Bailey, Iligginsville.

Eagles' Ball.
The Fraternal Order of Eagles gave

a ball thanksgiving night at .turner
hall It was the first social ellort of

this organization since the recent
forming of the lodge in this city.

There were probibiy 150 guests in

attendance besides the members of

the order. Day's oici.es: ia furnished

the music. Those who w re prcent
report a peasant evening, which they

aitested by lingering late.

Robert I'.usli, accompanied by

Misses P.ettie llc!.-'- e and ShIHo Iluff--

aker went to Wellington Wcdne-da-

evening to spend a fev day with
relatives.

M'ses Ma'y Rid'ngs, noio Allen

and Superintendent C. A. 1'hilHps

.iceom ra oled M'-- s Klniue Campbell
and Monis Hickii.i to aiMuli Frl-da- v

morning.


